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of Scripture, in Favour of a Tri- 
L nity of Perſons, in the undivided 
Eſſence of the Godhead, are fo 
many and various, ſo copious and expreſs, 
that it is hardly poſſible to conceive, there 
would have been any Doubt about their Mean- 
ing, had the Doctrine which they declare 
been as eaſy to, be ,underſtood, as they are 
explicit in declaring it to be the Matter 
of Fact. [See Archbiſhop Wake's Catechiſm, 
Sections IX and XV. printed at the End uf 
this Pamphlet, ] 


Bur after we have gathered from various 
Paſſages, and by comparing Scriptures with 
Scriptures, that in fact there is a Trinity of 
£9:equal Perſons in one undivided Eſſence ;--- 

A 2 we 


„ 


we cannot proceed a Step farther without em- 


barking i in endleſs Difficulties and Perplexities. 


We cannot, for inſtance, conceive, much leſs 
define, what is the Cauſe of perſonal Identity, — 


or what is Eſence: And therefore we cannot, 


by any Powers of Reaſon hitherto diſcovered, 
pretend to ſay, whether ſuch a Trinity of 
co-equal Perſonalities, or perſonal Identities, can 
co-exiſt in one undivided Eſſence, or not. [In- 
deed Mr. Lock once attempted to aſſign the 


Cauſe or Subſtratum of perſonal Identity; but 
failed moſt egregiouſly, by miſtaking the Effect 


for the Cauſe. See Biſhop Butlers Diſſertation 
on Perſonal Identity, at the End of his Analogy. 
Self Conſciouſneſs, the Cauſe aſſigned by Mr. 
Lock, may be allowed to be a good Proof of 
Perſonal Identity; but it cannot poſſibly 
be the Cauſe of it; inaſmuch as it is itſelf 
only the Effect, or Operation of ſome 
other Cauſe, hitherto undiſcovered. In ſhort, 


F muſt exiſt, before I can be conſcious of 


my Exiſtence. And therefore Self-Conſcioul- 
nels can be nothing more than the Effect of ſome 


hidden Cauſe. As to the giving any Definition 
of Eſſence, Mr. Loch would not attempt it; 
but declared himſelf unequal to ſuch a Taſk. ] 
Moreover, if thefe co-equel Perſons in the Tri- 
nity ſhould be characteriſed (as they actually 
are) under the Denomination of a Father,---of 


a Son,---and of a Spiritual Agent diſtinct from 
both; 


hy 
the Ni 
conſid 


indepe 


„„ 
both; theſe Characteriſties encreaſe our Diffi- 
culties, inſtead of removing them. For when 
we come to reaſon analogically on each of theſe 
Heads; that is, when we come to deſtant on 
the Relations and Properties of a Father. and 
of a * Son, - and of a third Perſon diſtinct from 


both ; - we find, either that our uſual Rules of 


reaſoning are all inadequate to this Purpoſe, 
and cannot aſſiſt us ;---or elſe, that there cannot 
be that Co- equality and Co eternity of Perſons 
in the undivided Eſſence of the Godhead, which 
the above mentioned Texts of Scripture natu- 
rally, and at firſt Sight, lead us to believe. 


* 
— 


* 


The Trinitarian Syſtem. 


Believer in the. Trinity will chuſe to adopt 
A the former of theſe Alternatives, viz. 
That our uſual Rules of reaſoning in other Caſes, 
are inadequate in this,---not only as the moſt 
pious and humble, but as the moſt rational and 
defenſible Opinion. Nay, he will affirm further, 
that this is no more than what ought to be ex- 


** 


* The Incarnation of the eternal Son of God, adds to 
the Number of theſe Difficulties : But there is no need of 
conſidering this ſingle Difficulty in any — View, or 
independently of the others. 


pected 


6-1 Doe 


pected in the Courſe of Things; becauſe our curie 
Rules of Reafoning, drawn from the Natures, fath 
Properties, and Diſtinctions of #2:te Creatures, Line 
muſt fail, and become unſerviceable, to à great 

Degree, when we come to apply them towards A 
explaining the Exiſtence, Powers, and Diſtinc- may 
tions inherent in, or belonging to, the infinite letter 
and incomprehenſible Source of all Things; Mod 
and to confirm this Obſervation by undeniable very 
Facts, he will naturally obſerve, that though Doct 
we have as clear Proofs, both from Reaſon and think 
Scripture, as we can have of any Thing, that Trin 
the Deity is an independent and felf-exiſtent ſon a: 
Being, that he is alſo eternal, omniſcient, and « all 
omniprefent,---yet when we come.to make uſe « Th 
of any human Helps towards explaining the « Ke 
exact Meaning, or aſcertaining the preciſe Ideas « 815 
of theſe Things,---we encounter with Difficul- « Ex 
ties almoſt innumerable; and are ſo far ſrom « Sex 
making any real Progreſs in Knowledge, that - « Re 
tis well if we eſcape from falling into groſs « hit] 
Abſurditics. Therefore, ſeeing that all the | 
primary Attributes of God are abſolutely above No 
the Reach of our mental Powers, and in their diſcov 
own Nature incomprehenſible; and ſeeing alſo, and tl 
that the Doctrine of the Trinity is evidently, but ſe 
and according to the very State of the Caſe, one Do&r 
of this incomprehenſible Sort,---the Trinitarian almoſt 
judges it to be the wiſer and more prudent, as Appli- 


well as the more modeſt Part, to accept the 
Doctrine 


Wo: 


Doctrine in the groſs, without enter: ng i into any 
curious Diſquiſitions about it, or pretending to 
fathom ſuch bottomleſs Depths by the ſhort 
Line os his ſcanty, e Reaſon. 


Axp having advanced thus far, perhaps he 
may add ex abundanti, That every plain, an- 
lettered Man, of ſound Judgement and natural 
Modeſty, feels himſelf obliged to make the 
very ſame Kind of Diſtinction relative to the 
Doctrine of Antipodes, which he, the Trinitarian, 
thinks neceſſary to be made reſpecting the 
Trinity. For ſuch a Man muſt neceſſarily rea- 
ſon after the following Manner: Either what 
« all the great Scholars ſo confidently declare, 
“ That a Ship may fail zop-turvy, with its 
<« Keel directly oppoſite to my Feet, 1s IOS“ 
« SIBLE TO BE TRUE,---0r elſe all my former 
1 Experiences and Rules of judging are of no 
« Service to me in this Affair; and I muſt have 
« Recourſe to other Methods of Reaſoning, 
<« hitherto unknown.” | | 


Now this other Method, as ſoon as ever it is 
diſcovered, unravels the whole Myſtery at once; 
and then the honeſt Man not only comprehends, 
but ſees no Manner of Difficulty in that very 
Doctrine which ſo lately appeared to him to be 
almoſt, if not altogether, impoſſible. The 
Application is obvious: For what we know to 

| 1 
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be a Fact in one Caſe, ought not to be pro · He 
nounced to be impoſſible in another; cfpecially / ſet 
if this latter Caſe ſhould be, in its own Nature, co! 
{till farther removed from all qur known Powers Te 
of apprehending, and uſual Rules of judging. pre 
In one Word, from the Inſtance of Antipodes ane 
here brought, it may at leaſt be deemed poſſible, Oe 
That the Doctrine of a Trinity of co-equal pre 
Perſons in one nndivided Eſſence may become, lik. 
in ſome future Period of our Exiſtence, as in- 
telligible to us all, as that of the 1 at ] 
e Men of Aae i are 
EM 2 e, oi the 
1 5 val 
The Arian i Syſtem. awe " 
N 1 W mch CharaReriftic wit 
of Father, -Son, and Holy Spirit, will Jed 
e i lead us, if we reaſon according to Ave 
the common Courſe of other Things, to con- ing 
chide, that there cannot be fat Co. equality, fon 
and Co- eternity of Perſons in the Trinity, for to 
which the Trinitarian Believer ſo earneftly and and 
zealouſiy contends,---therefore reſolves to exa- iſte 
mine all thoſe Texts over again, which are of 
uſually r in e of che Trinitarian but 
Doctrine. | Go 
| | | [x0 55 | a 
* aa this Biaſs on his Mind, 1 prepares Pre 


0 ſearch the Holy Scriptures; and then by the fer, 
| Help A 


I 


Help of ſubtile Criticiſms, ſtrained, and far-' 


fetched Comments and Glofles, he at laſt diſ- 
covers, or fancies that he diſcovers, that theſe 
Texts may be ſo underſtood as to imply a Su- 
premacy of the firſt Perſon over the ſecond, 

and the third, not only in Point of Order and 


Oeconomy, but alſo of, S Exiſtence,Omni- 12 


prſence,-—-Omilcience, Eternity, and the 
like. . 


Bur Kane proceeded thus far, his Labours 
are ſo far from being at an End,---that here 
they properly begin. For every Step he ad- 
vances, | preſents him with freſh, Difficulties, 
and new Embarraſſments: Therefore, in order 
to render his Scheme uniform and conſiſtent 
wich itſelf, and to anſwer the Trinitarian Ob- 
Jections, he muſt in his Turn act on the defen- 
ive Side: That is, he muſt maintain the follow- 
ing Paradoxes, viz. That tho' the ſecond Per- 


ſon in the Trinity ought to be acknowledged 
do be the Creator of all Things both in Heaven 


and Earth ;---yet he himſelf owes his very Ex- 
iſtence to the ſovereign Pleaſure and good Will 
of his Heavenly Father, and conſequently is 


but a mere Creatnre : That tho? he is over all, 


God bleſſed for ever ;---yet he is but an inferior, 
a dependent, and a ſubaltern God; tho 
Prayers, Praiſes, and Adorations are to be of- 


fered up to him, —vyet they are not to be di- 
| B rected 


N 


'[ 100 
rected ultimately to him: [N. B. This is ex- 
actly the ſame Apology, which the Roman Ca- 
tholics uſe for worſhipping Saints and Angels] 
Tho' the only begotten Son of God exiſted 
from all Eternity,---yet he was not co-eval or 


_ £o-eternal with his Father :---Tho® he is omni- 


ſcient, —yet his Knowledge is borrowed and cir- 
cumſeribed: And tho' he is omnipreſent, — 
yet his Omnipreſence is merely ſyſtematic, rela- 
tive, and local. 


Tuts are ſome out of many Perplexities, 
which the Arian Syſtem unavoidably labours 
under. But this Specimen is enough to con- 
vince any indifferent Perſon, that the Arian, in 
getting rid of the Trinitarian Difficulties, dotle 
not at all mend the Matter. For he not only 
-ftrains the Scripture-Expreſſions to. Senſes, 
which they do not naturally convey ; but alſo 
invo: ves himſelf in ſuch Intricacies (to ſpeak in 
the ſofteſt Manner) as even on the Footing of 
Human Reafon, would render his Scheme not 
a Jot more eligible than the other. Add to all 
this, that by repreſenting our Lord in ſo infe- 
rior a Character, as that of a Deputy-Divinity, 
he evidently ſaps the Foundation of the whole 
Doctrine of e a and At- 
tonement. f | 


The 


i 


36 _ 
The Socinian Syſtem. | 


HE. W as ifari as the preſent Con- 
troverſy is concerned, ſeems to be a diſ- 

inte eld Spectator on both Sides. He feels the 
Weight of the Objections both againſt the Tri- 
nitarian, and the Arian Syſtems; ; and therefore 
weakly, perhaps arroganily imagines, that he 
can deviſe a third, which is encumbered with 
no Difficulties at all. Filled withchis Perſuaſion, 
he boldly, pronounces the Holy Spirit to be 10 


diſtin Perſon, but only a mere Quality, Ema- 


nation, or Attribute of the Deity. Strange, 


that we ſhould have been commanded to be 


baptized in the Name of a Quality, Attribute, 
or Emanation ] And as to our Lord and, Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, he was a mere Man, like 
other Men; being no otherwiſe the Son of God, 
than as Adam and all Mankind may be tiled 
the Sons, or Offspring of one common Parent, 


THis, it muſt be owned, is very ſhort and 
conciſe : It cuts the Knot of Controverſy a- 
ſunder, and ſolves all the former Difficulties at 
once. But after this is done, what is to become 


of the Holy Scriptures? And how is their Au- 


thoriry to be ſupported, as the infallible Oracles 
of the Living God? For, granting, if-you 
yearn, that an Arian, by the Help of ſubtile 

Diſtinctions 


( 2] 
_ Diſtinions and learned Criticiſms, might 
make ſome Paſſages of Holy Writ to bend ſo 
as to favour his Hypotheſis, this is no Advan- 
tape to a Socimian + For he can never make them 
Send; they muſt break; under the Torture of 
his Operation. Nay more, if his Syſtem be 
really true; the Scriptures of Courſe muſt be 
falſe; and Chriſt and his Apoſtles be ranked 


among the greateſt Hypocrites and Impoſtors 


that ever appeared on Earth. For either our 
Lord was more than a mere Man, - or even than 
a mere Angel ;---nay, either he is that great 
I Am, which had an Exiſtence, not only before 
Abraham, but before the Worlds began, and 


upholds all Things by the Word of his Power; 


or elſe he muſt have been one of the falſeſt and 
vileſt of the human Race, . net ſuch 
e eee, Ke 


Tur Concluſion of " ct is this i---The 
Trinitarian Syſtem hath confeſſedly great Diffi- 
culties, which human Reaſon cannot pretend to. 
maſter, The Arian hath full as great; beſides 
the Injurtes oecaſioned by diſtorting ſeveral very 
plain Paſſages of Scripture from their natural 
and genuine Signification; alſo of putting the 
'Merits of Chriſt's Sufferings into a very diſad- 
VANtAgEOus Point of View. As to the Socinian, 
it not only ſtrips the Chriſtian Believer of all 
Hopes and Comforts in a Covenant of Grace 
founded 


E201 
founded in ct proper Atonement, but alſo - 
ſinks the Goſpel into a Syſtem of mere Mo- 


rality. Nay, what is ſtill worſe, and indeed is 


the. moſt ſhocking, Part of all, it repreſents the 
Author, and the firſt Publiſhers of this moral 
Syſtem, to be ſuch very bad Men, as not to be 
worthy of any Credit or Eſteem, on account of 


their manifold and bare-faced F alſhoods. 


War then is a rational, a a and a 
pious Man to do in ſuch Caſes as theſe, where 


| Dangers and Difficulties furround him on every 


Side? Undoubtedly he will reject the Socinian 
Syſtem, if he chuſes to retain the Eſſentials of 
the Chriſtian Covenant, and to avoid Trepreſent- 
ing the Author of it, as no better than an in- 
famous Impoſtor. Moreover with Reſpect to 
the Arian, he will weigh deliberately, and con- 


ſider well, Whether this Syſtem, with all its 


Boaſtings, has any real and ſolid Advantages 
over the Trinitarian 3 -nay, he will particularly 
examine, whether, on the whole, it be not more 
liable to Objections, and leſs eligible on Goſpel 
Principles. Therefore, if this ſhould prove to 
be the Caſe, after a ſerious and ſolemn Exami- 
nation,---ſurely he is juſtifiable before God and 
Man in rejecting this likewiſe, as well as the 
Socinian :---He is juſtifiable, I ſay, in adhering 
to his former Perſuaſion or Belief of a Trinity 
in Unity ; ; notwithſtanding all the Cavils which 

have 


m_ - 
have been or: may be raiſed againſt it. Nay, in 
Reſpect to thoſe very Myſteries, about which 
ſuch loud Clamours have been excited, he will 
cooly reflect, that, as he muſt admit great'and 
inexplicable Myſteries to take Place both in the 
natutal and the moral World, it would be dif- 
ficult for him to ſhew a juſt Reaſon, why he 
ſhould reject the like Myſteries, when coming 
from Revelation. In one Word, as he is ſenſible 
that his Abilities are limited, he will not attempt 
to puſh his Enquiries, either in this, or any 
other Reſpect, farther than ſuch rome Abili- 
ties can ſafely carry him. 


BEHorp therefore, God is great, and we know 
him not :--- We know indeed that he exiſts ; but 
we know not the Manner of his Exiſtence in 
any Reſpe&t whatever. Confequently, when 
we believe, that he verily 1s, according to what 
he has revealed himſelf to be in the Goſpel, and 
alſo that he is a Rewarder of thoſe who dili- 
gently ſeek him,---we believe all that is required 
of us,---we believe enough. for our preſent State 
and Condition,---becauſe this alone is able to 

make us wiſe unto Salvation. 


| EXTRACT 
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FROM 


Archbiſhop Wake 8 catechiſm. 


SECT. 1K. 


9. 0 on look upon Chriſt to have been 
| made by God Pariaker of the Divine 


Nature; and ſo, to have been from all OR 
Cod, together with him? 

A. 1f I believe the Scriptures to give a-true 
Account of the Nature of Chriſt, ſo I muſt be- 
lieve: For I find the ſame Evidences in them of 
the Godhead of Chriſt, that I do of that of the 
Father. ; 

Q: What be thoſe Evidences? 

A. Firſt, they give the Name of God to him; 
and that in ſuch a Manner as plainly ſhews it is 
to be underſtood, in its moſt proper Import 
and Signification. Jo. i. I. xx. 28. Rom. ix. 5. 
1 Tim, iii. 16. Phil. ii. 6. 1 Jo. v. 20. 

Secondly, they aſcribe the moſt proper, and 


incommunicable Attributes of God to him. Such 


( 26 J 
ns Omnipotence, Jo. v. 17, 18. Rev. i. 8. xi. 17, 
--- Ommiſcience, Fo. xvi. 30. xxi. 17. Luk. vi. 8. 
comp. Fo. ii. 24, 25. Rev. ii. 23. --- Immenſity, 
Mat. xviil. 20. xxvili. 20. Fo, iii. 13.—Immuta- 
bility, Heb. 1. 11, 12. kili. 8. and even Er- 
nity itſelf, Rev. i. 8, 17. xxii. 13. Prov. viii. 22. 
Mich. v. 2. Ia. ix. 6, 7. 

To him, thirdly, "they aſcribe ſuch Works, as 
can belong to none that is not Gad. The Crea- 
tion of the World, Fo. i. 3, 10. Col. i. 16. * Heb, 
i. 2, 10.---The Preſervation of it, Heb. i. g.--- 
Miracles, Jo. v. 21, 36. vi. 40.---The Miſſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Fo. xv. 26. xvi. 7, 14.---And, in 
ſhort, all the Worts of Grace and Regepergtion, 
Fo. v. 21 x. 16. Xu. 18. As xvii. 31. 28. 
A. n bred 505: 

Add to this, fourthly, that 151 is FI ſhewn 
to be Honoured as God, Fo. v. 23. Heb. i. 6.--- 
Prayer is made to him, As vii. 59. 1 Cor. i. 2. 
---=Faith and Hope are directed to be put in him, 
Jo. xiv. 1. Pſal. i. 12.— Praiſes and Thankſ- 
givings are given to him, Glory and Hozour are 
rendered to him, Rev. v. 13. compare iv. 11. 

And no wonder; fince, laſtly, the Nature of 
God is therein alſo expreſsly aſcribed to him, Hz6. 
i. 3. Phil. ii. 6. Col. ii. 9. comp. Col. i. 155 19. 

O, But if Chriſt, therefore, be God, as well 
as the Father, how can he be c called the Son of 


God 7 
A. Be- 


(+ 1 

Al. Becauſe he received his Divine Nature 
from the Father 4 who is the Beginning, and 
Robot of the Divinity; and has communicated 
his own. Eſſence to Chriſt : Who, therefore, 
though he has the ſame Nature, and ſo, in that, 
is equal with the Father; yet is he a after 
him; as being God of Gad. 2 

2. Ho does it appear that Cu received 
bly Divine Nature from the Father? 

M It van only be known by that Revelation 


which God has made of it in the Holy Scrip- 


tures: Where he is, for this Reaſon, ſaid to 
be the Brightneſs of his Glary, and the expreſs 


Inas of his Perſon, Heb. i. 3. LJ. he Image of 


the invifible God,” Cal. i. 1g. 2 Cor. iv. 4. To 
be from God, Fo. vii. 29. To have. Life from 
the Father, Jo. v. 26. and the like. And upon 


this Account it is, that our Saviour himſelf 


lays, that the Father is greater than he, Jo. xiv. 28. 
---T hat he can do nothing of himſelf, but what 


| he ſeeth the Father do, Jo: v. 18, 19. Or 


if this be not yet plain enough, they tell 
us farther, in expreſs Terms, that he is 
the Begotten, and the only begotten, Son of 
the Father, Jo. i. 14, 18. iii. 16, 18. 1 Jo. iv. 
9. Ve fie- 

2; But will not this-make the Holy Ghoſt, as 
much God's Son, as Chriſt : ? And how then is 
IM has only Son. 

8 C A. In 


| ra 1 
A. In Matters of this Kind, which are i far 


above our Capacities, and of which we know 


nothing, but what God has been pleaſed to 
reveal to us, we muſt ſpeak,” as God, in his 
Word, has taught us to ſpeak. Now the Scrip- 


tures no where call the Holy Ghoſt, the Son of 


God; nor God, the Father of the Holy: Ghoſt: 
And therefore, though we know not what the 
preciſe Difference is, yet becauſe the proper 
Act of a Father is to beget ; we ſay that Chriſt 
received his Divine Nature from God by Gene- 
ration; but of the Holy Ghoſt we ſay, as the 
Scriptures do, that he proceedeth from the Father, 
Jo. xv. 26. and is the Spirit not of the Father 
only, but of the Son alſo, Gal. iv. 6. . Vilb 
9. Phil. i. 15 1 Pet. i. 11. | | 


SECT. 


T. 


SEC T. XV. 


L HAT does the Third Part of ”__ 
Creed contain? 


th It contains all that is needful to be known, 


and profeſſed by us, with Relation to the Holy 


Ghoſt. 

9. What do you account neadfiub to be be- 
lieved concerning him? 

A. Not only that there is a Holy Ghoſt ; but 
that he is the Third Perſon in the ever-bleſſed 
Trinity; and partakes, as ſuch, of the ſame 
Divine Nature, with the 2 and the 
Son. 

9. How does this appear? 

A. By the plain Teſtimony of the Holy 
Scriptures; by which alone we are capable 
of knowing any Thing in theſe Matters. 
Now thoſe Sacred Writings evidently ſpeak 
of him, not only as a Perſon, but as a Divine 
Perſon; and that diſtinct both from the Father, 
and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

©, Wherein do the Holy Scriptures ab of 
this Bleſſed Spirit, as of a Perſon? 


C2 A. They 


* 
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; 4 They give him the proper Names of a 
Perſon: God, Alls v. 3, 4.---Lord, 2 Cor. iii 87. 
' -»=The Spirit, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. Jo. xvi. 13.---The 
Comforter, Jo. xiv. 26. xvi. 7, &c. They aſcribe 
to him the Properties of a Perſon ; Underſtand- 
ing, 1 Cor. ii. 1 1.—-Will, 1 Cor. xii. * They 
repreſent him as doing Perſonal Afs : He is 


Sent, he Comtth, Goeth, Heareth, Teacheth, 


Jo. xiv. 26. xv. 26, 27. Jo. xvi. 7, 13, &C.---1s 
Tempted, Refifted, Grieved, Eph. iv. 30.—. Speak 
et, Commandeth, Intercedeth, Ads x. 19. xiii. 2. 
Kom. viii. 26. They Join him with thoſe-who 

are confeſſedly Per/ons, viz. God the Father, 
and our Lord Feſus Chriſt. In the Form of Baptiſm, 
Mat. xxviii. 19. In St. Paul's With for the 
Corinthians, 2 Cor. xiti. 14. In St. Jahns Ca- 
talogue of Witneſſts, 1 Jo. v. 7. They oppoſe 
him to ſuch Spirits, as we all allow to be Per- 
ſons, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. They repreſent him 
under Perſonal Apparitions, Mat. iii. 16. Alis 


. x. 3. and by all this undoubtedly allure us, 


that he is a Perſon. 


Q. By what Arguments from the Holy Serip. | 


tures do you prove, that he is a Divine Os 


fon ? 
A. By the ſame by which I before ſhewed 


the Son ſo to be. They aſcribe to him the 


Names of God, Ads v. 3, 4. 2 Cor. iii. 17.--- 


The Attributes of God, Heb. ix. 14. Pſat. 
CXXXIX. 
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exxxix. 7. Job xxvi. 13. The Honour of Cad. 

They tell us, chat he is the Spirit of God, 
1. Cor: ii. 11, 12.---That a Sin may be imme- 
diately committed againſt him, Mat. xii. 31. 
That his Dwelling in us, makes our Bodies the 
Temples ef Ced, 1 Cor. iii. 16.---That Chriſt, 
by being conceived by him, became the Son of 
God, Luke i. 35. They teach us to baptize in 
his Name, together with thoſe of the Father, 


and Son, Mat. xxviii. 19. And ſhew us even 


St. Paul himſelf paying a Religious Invocation 
to him, 1 The. iii. 12, 13. 2 Theſe iii. 3, &c. 
| 9. How do you prove him not only to be a 
Divine Perſon, but a Perſon diftinf? both from 
the Father and the Son? | 

A. He proceedeth from the Father, and there- 
fore is not the Father, Jo. xv. 26.---He is ſent by 
the Son ; and therefore is not the Son, Fo. xvi. 7. 
He is /ent, ſometimes by the Father, in the 
Name of the Son; and ſometimes by the Sor, 
from the Father z and therefore is neither the 
Father, nor the Son, 7o. xiv. 26. xv. 26, 

9. But did not you before ſay, that there is 


bur one Cod? And how now do you ſay, that 


the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is God ? 

A. That there is but one Cad, the Holy 
Scriptures plainly declare; and even Reaſon 
itſelf confirms it to us. And yet the ſame Scrip- 

| | tures 
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tures as plainly declare, every one of theſe 
three to be God. And the only Way we know 
of reconciling theſe two, ſeemingly contrary 


Aſſertions, is to ſay, that - theſe three partake 


of one, and the ſame Divine Nature, commu- 
nicated from the Father to the Son; and from 
both to the Holy Ghoſt : ; and that therefore they 
together make but one Cod. 

9. How can it be poſlible that * diſtin 
Perſons ſhould ſo partake of the One Divine 


Nature, or Eſſence, as All together to make but 


One God ? 
A. That is not my Concern to determine : 


This I am ſure, that if the Scriptures be (as we 


all allow that they are) the Word of God, what 
they plainly deliver muſt be true, becauſe it is, 


in effect, delivered by God himſelf; who can 


neither be himſelf deeeived, nor will deceive 


me. Now that they deliver both theſe Pro- 
| poſitions to me; that the Father is God, the 


Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; and yet, 
thai there are not Three Gods, but One God: 


1 am as ſure, as I can be of any Thing that is 


fpoken or written, for my Underſtanding. 
That therefore theſe Aſſertions are true, and 
credible, I am ſure. But how, or after what 
Manner, I am to ' underſtand them, ſo as to 
remove all Shew of Contradiction in them, this 
the Holy Scriptures have nqt revealed; nor do 
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I cherefore, preſume to pronounce any Thing, 
more particularly concerning it. 
9, Why then do you ſay that they are - Three 
Perſons, and but One God, in the Divine Eſſence ? 
A. Becauſe I know not how better to expreſs - 
the Unity, and Diſtinction of them; and they 


are Terms which the Church has long received. ; 
and I ſee no Reaſon to depart from them, un- 


leſs I knew of ſome better and more * Ex- 
preſſions to uſe 1 in their On: 
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N APOLOGY tor the preſent CHURCH i of 
ENGLAND, as by Law eſtabliſhed, octa: 
Hohed by a Petition laid before ee for ys 
— Subſcriptiond-«+T'be 2d Edition: 1. 75 
2. Two:LETTERS to the Rev. Dr. Zim 
wherein the Claim of the Church of Englazd to an 
Authority | in Matters of Faith, and to a Power of 
Yecreein Rites and Ceremonies, } is diſcuſſed and af- 
Se Whereln atfo an Enquiry is made whether 
by. pn Reforthers, in the Reign f EAu,Hũ VI. 
intended to eſtabliſſi e DOStrines of Pvedeſtinatleu, 
Redemption, Grace, Juſtification, and Perſeverance 
in the Calviniſtical, or in the Semi-pelagian (or Armis 
nian) Senſe, as the Doctrines of the Church of 
England. 

3. Six SERMONS on important Subjects, viz. 
SERMON 1. God conſidered as a Potter over the Clay; 
and as a Judge over moral and rational Agents. 
SERMON 2. Salvation (not Faich) the Gift of God. 
SexMon 3. Our Services unprofitable to God, but 
cevlitable to ourſelves.—— SERMON 4. Different 
Methods of Converſion recorded in Scripture. 
SERMON 5. The Penitent Thief on the Croſs, the 
only Jew of his Time who recognized the true Chas 
racer of the Mefliah in the Perſon of our Lord. 
SxRkMON 6. Infirmaries conſidered as Reformatories, 
or Schools of Chriſtian Edacatian for the adult Poor. 

4. FOUR TRACTS, togeth _ Two seno 
on Political and Commercial 8 3 

5. RELIGIOUS reren no Part erde 
General Plan, either of the Moſaic or Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation, proved by. Scripturat Inferenees and De- 
ductions, after a Method entirely new. | 


